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May 10, 2020 

 

Dear School Community, 

I hope everyone had a wonderful weekend and is ready to start our 8th week in our virtual learning 
program. Our students continue to make great strides and demonstrate resilience beyond measure. I 
continue to be proud of their work and want to encourage every student to stay strong as we inch 
toward the completion of the school year. Furthermore, I want to thank our parents and students for 
sending countless emails and videos of appreciation to our faculty and staff. These heartwarming 
gestures had quite the impact on all of us and I know were greatly appreciated by all. While this 
pandemic has helped us gain perspective on what is truly important, being grateful for the many 
wonderful people in our lives goes to the top of the chart. 

Please take a moment to review a few important updates below. 

 

Academic Program & Grading Policy 

• Modified Grading Policies. We are busy updating and amending our grading policies to fairly and 
equitably address the impact the many challenges learning in a remote environment has 
presented our students. I will inform our school community in the coming weeks about these 
updates but want to immediately underscore two critical points. First, our modified policy will 
assign numerical values so that student work can be used to calculate a Semester Two grade, 
which will then allow for the computation of a Year One grade. So, it is important that our 
students continue to work hard and put forth their very best effort. Secondly, our revised grading 
policies will emphasize three key elements:  (1) engaged routinely, (2) completed assignments, 
and (3) reflected on feedback provided by the teacher. More details to follow. 

• Gradebooks. Teachers are updating gradebooks regularly. Please log onto PowerSchool to view 
your child’s current progress. Should you have any questions, please contact your child's teacher 
directly, via e-mail. You can contact any staff member in the district via e-mail using the following 
sample address: lastnamefirstinitial@krsd.org  Example: Donna Dragon dragond@krsd.org. 

https://www.nj.gov/dcf/news/Hotlines&Helplines-COVID.pdf
mailto:initial@krsd.org
mailto:dragond@kingsway.k12.nj.us
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End-of-Year Instructional Calendar 

The following instructional calendar is being provided for planning purposes and will take our students 
through to the end of the school year. 

Monday, May 11th – 15th  AP Exams: Week 1 
Monday, May 18th – 22nd  AP Exams: Week 2 

Monday, May 25th  Memorial Day: School Closed 

Monday, June 1st – Friday, June 5th  AP Exams: Makeups 
Monday, June 15th – Friday, June 19th Makeup work completion begins for all 

underclassmen. Note: work will not require the 
use of books as they would have been collected 
pursuant to our student locker cleanout schedule 
below. 

Wednesday, June 17th  All grades due by 2:30 pm – Seniors only 

Friday, June 19th  All grades due by 2:30 pm – All Underclassmen 
Last school day/Graduation 

  

Student Building/Locker Cleanout 

Students will be permitted to pick up personal items, clean out lockers, and return resources such as text 
books and athletic gear/instruments pursuant to the schedule below. Outstanding obligations will be 
settled at this time as well. 

June 1st - 3rd  Juniors 

June 5th – June 10th  Seniors 

June 11th – 15th  Sophomores, 8th Graders 

June 16th – 18th  Freshmen, 7th Graders 
 
Our building principals will send separate communication to our students, which will require students to 
sign up in advance to gain building access during a session when their class is assigned. The sessions are 
as follows. 
 

AM Session I: 8 – 10:00 am PM Session I: 12 – 2:00 pm 

AM Session II: 10 – 12:00 pm PM Session II: 2 – 4:00 pm 

 
Students will be required to follow specific health measures related to social distancing guidelines. 
Therefore, the following measures will be in place. 

• Students may not congregate in halls, classrooms or other locations in buildings or on campus. 

• Must maintain 6’ distance from one another. 

• Masks must be worn at all times. 
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• Students must bring their own hand sanitizer as resources have been donated to the Office of 
Emergency Management for medical use. 

 

Class of 2020 & Graduation Plans 

Plans are underway to recognize and celebrate the Class of 2020. Unfortunately, a traditional graduation 
ceremony will not be permitted before July 1st pursuant to the guidelines promulgated by the NJDOE and 
Governor Murphy. (See May 8th Update). This news has been especially hard on our seniors who are 
understandably upset. Furthermore, over the weekend, school superintendents received a directive from 
the NJ State Police Superintendent stating that ‘senior parades’ would be considered an ‘in-person 
celebration’ and would violate the Governor’s Executive Orders. State Police Superintendent Callahan has 
pushed for virtual celebrations and disallowed school parades. School parades would violate NJ 
lockdown, State Police warns. 

Sadly, and regretfully, every stone we uncover and attempt to plan for our seniors continue to be blocked 
and remains a very fluid and frustrating process. However, we are and will continue to work creatively to 
devise plans to ensure a beautiful tribute to our Seniors while communicating with some of the State’s 
highest officials to gain leniency on these guidelines. More details regarding graduation plans will be sent 
separately to the members of the Class of 2020 by week’s end.  

Thank you for your prompt attention to this communication. As a reminder, you can continue to monitor 
updates on our website by clicking the link HERE. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to me. 

 

Very truly yours, 
 

 
Dr. James J. Lavender 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

Please Support Our Local Restaurants, Eateries and Businesses 

https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/COVID-19%20Virtual%20Graduation%20Celebrations.pdf
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/05/njs-top-cop-warned-against-wave-parades-but-its-not-the-buzzkill-it-sounds-like.html
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/05/njs-top-cop-warned-against-wave-parades-but-its-not-the-buzzkill-it-sounds-like.html
https://www.krsd.org/Page/1680
https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/Support%20our%20Local%20Restaurants%20and%20Businesses%20April%202020.pdf

